Notes made at a meeting with FCC at the Recycling Plant, Bryn Lane, Wrexham Industrial Estate on Monday September 23rd 

Background to company
FCC is a Spanish company which has been in operation since 1911. It services 59 million people worldwide and possesses 1,800 electric vehicles.
Composting and Chemical Treatment plants run for 24hours.
The MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment) facility reduces black bag rubbish by mechanically retrieving plastics, glass and paper from these bags. This in turn will reduce the need for 'landfill'. FCC has now allocated money for education and has an education facility room for group and school visits. The biggest challenge is educating the public.
In 2016 they have made a building available for Nightingale House to use as a Recycling Shop - 120 tons of recycling is done annually through this shop.
There are now only 2 skips available for non-recyclables or black bag rubbish and these are manned in a helpful way. This is to encourage people to recycle more and better. The people manning the skips explain where to put items instead of just dumping them into the non-recyclable skip. 
There are now only 2 landfill sites left; anything that cannot be recycled will be burnt but there are emission checks in place. This of course means that there has been a reduction in people benefitting from the 'Landfill Tax'.
The question was asked ‘If the black bin was only emptied every 3 weeks would more people be forced to recycle’ as currently glass, metal, plastic paper and cardboard and food waste are collected every week?

China is closing its doors on paper and card and other Recycling Markets are getting fussy because so much is being recycled that they can choose the best plastic and the best paper and card. Markets for Recycled textiles are getting fussy and choosing the best fabrics. 
Rules for Recycling
Always wash tins and plastics and glass, and remove labels if possible.

Make sure that paper is dry and remove sell tape.
Recycling Markets will not take contaminated goods e.g. wet paper, dirty tins, dirty plastic and dirty glass. These go to the Biological Treatment Plant where one of the things that happens is that the rubbish is dried to reduce its bulk before going to landfill.
‘Did you know’

When certain textiles are washed, plastics come off them into the water?
There is a difference between 'compostable' and 'biodegradable'? –

Biodegradables will break down in time, Compostable are much, much quicker.  A local man who used to work for 'Benders' has invented and patented the first ever compostable cup!
The issue of roadside Litter Bins was raised. These could probably never be improved in order to recycle street rubbish because someone would come along and deposit a dog poo bag in with the glass or plastic or paper and card.
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