
REPORT FROM 

the ONE VOICE WALES meeting

held on 21st February 2016 

Chief Executive Lyn Cadwallader gave a 2 hour presentation on 'Devolution of Services' . I have written this short precis to give you a flavour of what he said.

Town Councils are facing reduced budgets meaning that services are at risk , therefore community councils are going to be expected to deliver extra services previously provided by Town Councils.

Community Councils will have new powers and rights to take over and manage local assets as well as taking on things such as local recycling initiatives, art provision and advice services . The management of transferred employees will also need to be considered .

We will  be rquired to be more actively involved in services which meet the needs of vulnerable groups in our community. There will be challenges of ageing populations and also youth challenges.

There will be new community leadership requirements from councillors and One Voice Wales will continue to offer training.

Community activism is going to be encouraged. People will be encouraged to come together  as neighbourhood  associations and organisations. Our newly planned association to preserve Overton as a Village is an example of this sort of idea.

 Councillors wil be expected to be more actively involved in serving the community. Here in Overton we are already involved with the community in various ways one example of this was the way in which those of us who were able and available turned up with spades and wheelbarrows  to shift a delivered mountain of playbark from the car park to the playground. Community Litter Picks are an another example of Community Engagement as are the Drop Ins.

Clustering of Community Councils will be encouraged this means a structured collaboration between a number of councils, gathering together either for service delivery or as a forum for democratic voice or scrutiny, or both. Clusters will mean a louder voice on certain issues in common while individual community councils will continue to fulfil their individual existing statutory obligations.

Clustering encourages the sharing of experience,knowledge, resources and equipment. 

However , a fundamental rebalancing of power in favour of local government and communities will take time to embed itself , and attitudes and capabilities will need time to catch up.

A booklet accompanied Lyn Cadwallader's talk .
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