OVERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING
13th OCTOBER 2015
PRESENT: Cllr England, Cllr Hellingman, Cllr Lynch, Cllr Miller, Cllr Pugh, Cllr Rogers (Vice Chairperson), Cllr Thomas-Spires and Cllr Walker
PCSO Maurice
In the absence of the Chairperson, Cllr Rogers chaired the meeting.
1. 3179. COMMENTS & QUERIES FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – Four residents of Springfield Park attended the meeting to discuss their ongoing concerns about the visual obstruction caused by a vehicle parked on Salop Road. It was suggested that vehicles could park further away from the junction of Springfield Park – towards Costcutters. It was noted that after the working day, there are many cars parked along this stretch of road and parking is difficult. The residents who attended the meeting felt this issue requires addressing.
PCSO Maurice advised the meeting that all the photographs and correspondence had been forwarded to Darren Green at Highways, Wrexham County Borough Council. Mr Green has been requested to consider the issue and that an onsite meeting could be arranged between residents from Springfield Park, Salop Road, WCBC and occ.
The Chairperson advised that the matter would be discussed under the Highways section of the meeting.
2. 3180. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received

Cllr Coles – unavailable

Cllr Hewitt – working

County Councillor Kenyon – unavailable

3. 3181. TO CONSIDER ANY POLICE MATTERS
See attached Police report
An additional burglary had taken place at Costcutters - enquiries are ongoing.

Security assessments have been carried out on all of the premises (and other businesses in Overton) and improvements to current systems have been given.

A road sign by Cloy Lane requires straightening – this has been passed onto WCBC. 

Additional speed signs are also going to be requested from WCBC at the hump back bridge on the Penley Road. 
Priority for this month – monitor parking in Overton
4.   3182.To receive any planning applications/decisions

Members of the public were invited to address the council. Council note that there is a high level of opposition locally to this proposed development in concert with those listed below.  Council urged for individual comments to be placed directly with WCBC.

P/2015/0739 – Outline planning application for 5 dwellings – east of Alderside, Station Road – see attached document outlining objections

Resolved – Members objected unanimously to the application

Planning application 0739 was objected to for the following reasons;

· Planning Statement 3 – 1.2 states ‘The site has been promoted for development within the new Local Development Plan proposals. 
Please refer to Map 4 side 2 2015 which clearly defines the site as being outside of the development boundary.

· Planning Statement page 5 – 3.1 states ‘There are no planning constraints prohibiting the development of the site. 
This is prime agricultural land, not infill development land.

· Planning Statement page 6 - 5.1 states ‘There have been no planning applications for this development site.’ – see 1993 below.

· 6.1 Outline planning consent except access reserved. Definite planning for dwellings cannot be guaranteed.

· Planning Statement page 6 - 6.3 states ‘The land is agricultural has very little ecological value’ – but 

graded with an A2 to A1 status by the Welsh Office Agricultural Department.

Design and Access Statement

· Design and Access Statement page 4 - 2.1 states ‘There has been no development previously proposed on the application site’. – see 1993 below.

Reference 5.1 of the Planning Statement and 2.1 of the Design and Access Statement

In 1993 Mrs. K Price-Jones (deceased) of Little Overton Farm and mother of the current applicant Mr. David Price-Jones of Little Overton Farm, together with their agent Liberty Properties Limited of Chester, similarly challenged the Wrexham Maelor Local Plan. This application involved the whole field site comprising of some 6 acres, 2.42811 hectares, the access was placed as in P/2015/0739.  Whilst Liberty Properties were not submitting a Planning Application but putting in an objection to the Structure Plan for Overton, they too submitted outline drawings of how they would develop the land should change of use from agricultural land to building land be granted. Following a Public Enquiry the Inspector’s report indicated that there might be some 60 houses built on prime Grade 2 agricultural land and did not consider it would be appropriate to include this site within the settlement limits of Overton on Dee.

The proposed P/2015/0739 site is located within a 2.42811 Grade A2 quality agricultural field, although the application is for a 0.3 hectare development of 5 dwellings, should change of use be granted there is the potential for further expansion as has been demonstrated in 1993. The application does not meet the criteria laid down in LPG Note 13 d) Infill development and could not be said to constitute infilling or rounding off. The release of the site for residential use would result in the irretrievable loss of good quality agricultural land.

The LDP development boundary clearly does not include this site; it would result in the loss of good grade A2 agricultural land; there are no natural physical definable boundaries to the east and south east of the site; a development of 5 dwellings in a large field would be unsympathetic and not respect the location; it would prejudice the protection of open countryside leading to the settlement boundaries and furthermore development of this site might create a precedent for the further release of lands to the east and south of the site.

Please note that the main sewerage system serving Overton-on-Dee is already stretched to overcapacity.

Local Development Plan 2006-2021

· Chapter 4 – Vision and Objectives page 16 states - The Plan’s objectives are to: Social: 01 - foster community identity, distinctiveness and sense of place through clearly defined settlement limits.

· Chapter 4 – Vision and Objectives page 16 states - The Plan’s objectives are to: Environmental: 07 – 
protect and enhance built, historic and natural environmental assets and maintain a clear distinction between built up areas and the surrounding countryside.

· Chapter 5 – Strategy and Strategic Policies page 20 states - 5.11 – The Plan emphasises the need to maintain green barriers.

· Chapter 5 – Strategy and Strategic Policies page 22 states - 5.21 - Services in rural villages are generally confined to those meeting purely local needs. – usually have poor access to employment opportunities and further development would, therefore, result in significant increases in commuting to work and leisure by private car, leading to increases in energy consumption and emissions. These villages are invariably surrounded by attractive countryside and are often poorly served by infrastructure.

· Chapter 5 – Strategy and Strategic Policies page 22 states - 5.22 – As such, new housing development within the Rural Hinterland is restricted to small sites predominantly with the benefit of existing planning permission within existing settlement limit.

· Chapter 5 – Strategy and Strategic Policies page 35 states  Policy SP10: Protecting and Enhancing the natural Environment  1) Development will not be permitted that adversely or significantly affects the following areas: b) high quality grades 1, 2 and 3A agricultural land

· Chapter 5 – Strategy and Strategic Policies page 38 - 5.65 – Green Barriers whole section

Unitary Development Plan 1996 – 2011

· Chapter 5 page 18 - EC2 – Development on agricultural land of grades 1 2 or 3a will only be permitted if it 
does not lead to the irreversible loss of that land.

· Chapter 6 page 32 - 6.8 – Further residential land releases could unnecessarily and unreasonably extend 
development contrary to the strategy of consolidation/urban regeneration and the protection of countryside 
and will be resisted.

· Chapter 6 pages 34 -35  sections 6.12 -  6.13 inclusive

Please note: The main sewerage system serving Overton is already stretched to overcapacity.

P/2015/0725 – Two storey rear and single storey side extension and internal alterations – Bryn Cottage, Bryn Lane, Knolton – No objections

P/2015/0731 – Removal of condition no 4, 5 and 6 of planning application/2015/0115 relating to sustainable homes – The Orchard plot adjacent to Penyllan House – 5 against, 1 abstention 

5.  3183. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PECUNIARY INTERESTS IN ANY ITEMS DISCUSSED IN THE MEETING.  
Cllr Walker – planning application could be directly impacted by proposal – P/2015/0739
Cllr Lynch – works for a contractor who has worked on site – P/2015/0731
6.   3184. County Council matters 
The Clerk advised the meeting that no feedback had been received from County Councillor Kenyon who had agreed to talk to Mr Coxon (Head of the Legal Department at WCBC), relating to FOI requests from Overton Community Council to Wrexham Council and the lack of clarification relating to procedure and authorisation – this was deferred to the November meeting.
7. 3185. TO AGREE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL  HELD ON 8th SEPTEMBER 2015
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the previous council meeting held on 8th September were received and confirmed as a correct record.
8. 3186. TO AGREE AND SIGN MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
· Planning minutes 2nd September
· Planning minutes 30th September

9. 3187. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
3165 COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

County Councillor Kenyon offered to enquire about FOI procedure and how additional questions can be asked in order to find out about the procedures followed. – deferred to November meeting.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Date for the Clerk to meet with the Youth Council at Penley outstanding 

3170 Playground inspection

Cllr Lynch has been given the name of someone who owns a portable welding kit 

Action: Cllr Lynch to arrange for work to be carried out.
10. 3188. TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM CLLRS RE: CONSULTATIONS AND MEETINGS ATTENDED 
1. Overton Drop In held in September – one member of the public attended to voice his support for fracking and alternative energy sources. He requested an open meeting to discuss fracking. The member of the public was advised that a recent drop in session had also held an information exchange about the pros and cons of alternative energy. 
2. One voice Wales meeting – no councillor was available to attend.
11. 3189. TO RECEIVE REPORTS / ISSUES / DRAFT DOCUMENTS
1.
Beer festival – members were updated about the event. Kevin and Olwen from the White Horse stepped up to the mark in the absence of Pene Coles as the licensees for the event. Volunteers, Dave, Shirley and Laurence have all taken on the additional work required.
2.
Consideration and approval to purchase replacement safe - £642.00

Resolved: Members voted unanimously agreed to replace the safe.

3.
Hire of Christmas lights and chosen design (three years)
Prior to the council meeting a public consultation had been held. Comments received were as follows;

· One colour to be used  in the display

· Trees were a popular design

· Cost was thought to be too high
Council members felt it was inappropriate to proceed with the purchase without further research and consultation with residents

Resolved: The current trees would be used for a final year. The contractor will be asked to add some lights to the existing trees. A working party will be set up in January to research new lights. Residents will be consulted during December as to the alternatives available and which was the preferred option.
4.
Precept preparation – The process followed when deciding on the Precept was discussed
5.
Community Chest – The application procedure was explained
6.
Play equipment update and feedback from football club informal meeting – Cllr Lynch advised members that the meeting could not go ahead due to council members not being able to attend. Two members of the football club did attend. An internal inspection of the pavilion took place, the building was found to be in good decorative order. The representatives were asked to send the community council costings for new window grilles in order for the council to ascertain the cost.
7.
Public Toilets


Lease – members were advised that the lease was still to be signed.
Covering holiday request – the request for holiday was approved. Alternative cover will be found.
Members discussed the possibility of some improvements being made to the public toilets.


Resolved: Cllr Miller will compile a report outlining improvements which could be made. This will be presented to the council during the November meeting
12. 3190. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

1. Consultation on the possible closure of Nant Silyn – emailed out prior to meeting – the Clerk advised that the Local Authority had met today and approved the closure of Nant Silyn
2. Response received from North Wales Police in relation to Freedom of Information response – members noted the response. Feedback from County Councillor Kenyon is due to be received at the next council meeting (13th November) 
3. Copy of Bribery Act Compliance form and Deed from Lightsource Energy – for information and records
4. Town and Community Council Forum – Cllr Rogers attending – members felt that Wrexham Council should be made aware of the inconvenience of early start meetings (due to cutbacks). It was agreed that a comment relating to this will be placed on Facebook to ascertain residents and other community council’s views.
5. Response from Playquest addressing the RoSPA inspection report – Playquest highlighted that the report gave the swing top-bar a ‘low’ risk. Playquest suggested the equipment was monitored and if it deteriorated further, occ should contact them.

6.
Letter from Mr Tim Rosselli complaining about the vehicle activated sign installed on the Wrexham Road, which is within the Conservation Area. Mr Rosselli also highlighted that the three new trees in the Millenium meadow had died and required replacing. – The council requested the Clerk responded to Mr Rosselli advising him that the Conservation Officers had been advised of the installation, which had been purchased after concerns had been received from residents regarding the speed of traffic entering the village (especially close to the playground). 


The replacement trees for the Millennium meadow have already been requested.

12. 3191. BURIALS & MEMORIALS - none received


13. 3192. TO CONSIDER ANY HIGHWAYS MATTERS

In relation to the issues with parking discussed under agenda item 1, members agreed that there was a problem with street parking in several areas of Overton. It was agreed an article would be compiled and published in the Oracle.

Cllr Rogers will compile the article

14. 3193. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – discussed under agenda item 4


P/2015/0739 – Outline planning application for 5 dwellings – east of Alderside, Station Road


P/2015/0725 – Two storey rear and single storey side extension and internal alterations


P/2015/0731 – Removal of condition no 4, 5 and 6 of planning application/2015/0115 relating to sustainable homes – The Orchard plot adj to Penyllan House
15. 3194. TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF INCOME AND PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

SEPTEMBER

EXPENDITURE

	Details
	£
	Cheque No.
	

	WCBC – monthly instalment for cemetery rates  
	57.22
	D/D
	Local Authorities Cemetery Orders 1986

	WCBC – monthly instalment for pavilion garage rate
	50.15
	D/D
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	Dee Valley Water bill for the cemetery
	1.09
	D/D
	Local Authorities Cemetery Orders 1986

	Shaws & Sons Ltd – new Exclusive Rights of Burial Book – (Sept 1)
	117.88
	2683
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	Peter Lynch – reimbursement for items purchased to use in repairing play equipment (Sept 2)
	26.77
	2684
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s145

	Melmet – invoice for supply of coconut shy and repairs to litter bins (Sept 3)
	70.00
	2685
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	Pene Coles – reimbursement for items purchased for the fete (Sept 4)
	45.98
	2686
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10

	Came and Company – renewal of insurance policy (Sept 5)
	1666.83
	2687
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	G & L Shipton – removal of moles in cemetery (Sept 6)
	45.00
	2688
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss Open spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 9 & 10

	Lomac Ltd – invoices for July/August and August/Sept (Sept 7)
	2282.40
	2689
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss Open spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 9 & 10

	XLN – Office telephone and broadband invoice (Sept 8)
	43.44
	D/D
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	O.V.H.M.C – hire of the Parish Room for occ meetings – July, Sept and Oct (Sept 9)
	39.00
	2690
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	Bryn-y-Pys Estate – annual rent for the recreational ground – (Sept 10)
	200.00
	2691
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss Open spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 9 & 10

	Wrexham Council BC – invoice for wages 

(Sept 11) Clerk and public toilet caretakers
	701.08
	2692
	Local Government Act (LGA) 1972 s111

	
	250.25
	
	

	
	35.75
	
	

	Dee Valley Water – credit invoice (Sept 12)
	(.13)
	
	

	BPD – lamination of beer festival banners
	24.00
	2693
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10

	
	
	
	

	Total
	5632.84
	
	


September 

INCOME

	Details
	£
	Voucher No

	Stephen Price Memorials –headstone for Gillian Evans
	75.00
	773

	Lomac Ltd – hire of ride on mower for two month 
	80.00
	774

	Total
	155.00
	


pROPOSED Cllr England       sECONDED Cllr Lynch
16.  3195. Council financial statements 

Balance as at 30/09/2015

Current Account
£   1,000.00
Savings Account 
£ 47,316.12
TOTAL

£ 48,316.12

PROPOSED Cllr Lynch    SECONDED Cllr England       
17.  3196. AGREE ANY MEETING DATES 

Cemetery meeting – 18th October


Playingfield – to be organised

18. 
3197. To receive any agenda items for full council meeting (10thnovember 2015)

· Community Chest

· Report from Town and Community Council Forum

· Feedback from beer festival

· Feasibility study on the upgrade of the public toilets

· Playingfield minutes

The Chairman closed the meeting at 22.10 hrs
1

