OVERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING
11th NOVEMBER 2014
PRESENT: Cllr R Hewitt, Cllr J Kember (Chairman), Cllr Lynch, Cllr K Miller, Cllr Pugh, Cllr Rogers and 
Cllr Thomas-Spires
PCSO Ahmed
County Councillor Kenyon 

K Chalk (Clerk)

1. 2994. COMMENTS & QUERIES FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – Mrs Sue Glover attended the meeting to raise her concerns regarding the costs to the Community of the maintenance of the Millennium Meadow. Mrs Glover requested that the Community Council considers carefully the renewal of the lease when it is due. Cllr Kember reassured Mrs Glover that the overall cost of the Millennium Meadow upkeep was a matter members undertook seriously and had scrutinised the lease in the hope that there might be a break clause. As this was not the case they were determined to address the issue on the due date for the lease renewal. 
2. 2995. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr England - working

Cllr Hellingman – working

Cllr Coles – other commitment

3. 2996. TO CONSIDER ANY POLICE MATTERS
	Theft From Vehicle
	0

	 BOTD (Burglary other than dwelling)
	0

	 RTC Related Offence
	0

	 Drugs
	0

	 Theft & Handling
	1

	 Criminal Damage
	0

	 Anti Social Behaviour
	0

	 Burglary
	0

	 UTMV
	0

	 Total
	1


Crime Report – October 2014


Theft and Handling

Some pallets were stolen from Lightwood Green - Detected


Other Matters

1. RTC Damage Only on Salop Road.

2. Graffiti on children’s play equipment – the writing has 
started to fade – no formal report on the incident was 
received by witnesses.
3. Stolen car found in Overton. 
PCSO Ahmed advised that there had been an increase in the theft of lead; and suspicious, abandoned vehicles.
If anyone suspects either unusual or suspicious behave or notices vehicles that may have been abandoned should report it immediately phone 101.
PCSO Priority:  Patrols.

Speeding:  Speed monitoring has been carried out on various parts of Wrexham Road and High Street – the statistics were given to all members.
Unfortunately the Lightwood green area cannot be monitored due to the hump back bridge; PCSO Jones have contacted GO SAFE whose reply is below;

For a site to qualify as a community concern site, we look at the nature of the road, collision history, the speed of vehicles and the volume of traffic. We also look for a safe and suitable parking location.

We are looking into your concerns and will contact you with more detail shortly.
PCSO Priority for November is regular speed checks

4. 2997. County Council matters 
County Councillor Kenyon updated the members on the Local Authority Executive Board meeting held that today; council tenant rents are due to be simplified; introduction of a fine against parents who take their children out of school for family holidays (£60); further savings due to be made in 2015.
Agenda item 10 d. Consideration and criteria for zebra crossings in the village was brought forward – Cllr Miller gave members feedback on a recent meeting with Darren Green from Wrexham County Borough Council regarding the feasibility of crossings. Three specific areas were considered; Penyllan Street, High Street and Wrexham Road. Darren Green felt the criteria were not meet on any of the three positions. However, additional signage and the installation of a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on the Wrexham Road could be considered.
Action: It was agreed that the Clerk would look into the cost of a VAS and enquire with the Local Authority would supply the signage and purchase the VAS on the community council’s behalf.

5. 2998. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PECUNIARY INTERESTS IN ANY ITEMS DISCUSSED IN THE MEETING.    
Cllr Rogers – agenda 10 e – Lightsource renewal energy – substation on land

Cllr Miller – agenda 10 b – Overton Twinning Association application for grants – Member of the Association

6. 2999. TO AGREE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14th OCTOBER 2014
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the previous Overton Community Council held on 14th October be received and confirmed as a correct record.
7. 3000. To Agree and sign minutes of the following committee meeting 
Planning meeting – 27th October

Website meeting – 29th October

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the above mentioned meetings were received and confirmed as a correct record.
8.  3001. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
Council minutes
10.  2986. TO RECEIVE REPORTS / ISSUES / DRAFT DOCUMENTS

d. Football Club – maintenance work 
The Clerk and Cllr Lynch contacted the Football Club regarding the maintenance work – Andrew Jamieson advised that this would be carried out as soon as possible.

Website minutes

The Clerk advised that the Overton Oracle has set up its own website and the editorial team have requested a link is set up on the Overton on Dee website –James Allwood is looking into this. 

Discussions took place regarding who could update the site. It was agreed that Cllrs Rogers and Thomas-Spires would work with the Clerk. Each would have responsibility for specific updates on the website.
9. 3002. TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM CLLRS RE: CONSULTATIONS AND MEETINGS ATTENDED SINCE     

 THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING
· One Voice Wales – the report was received and noted
· Open Access – deferred to January meeting
· Wrexham Council Meeting – ‘Difficult Decisions’ – There will be costs which the Community Council may need to consider when setting the precept for 2015/16 – Resolved; the report was received and noted
10.  3003. TO RECEIVE REPORTS / ISSUES / DRAFT DOCUMENTS
1. Consideration of grant application – the applications were discussed,
a. Overton Twinning Association - £500
Cllr Pugh proposed a grant award of £400, seconded by Cllr Rogers – all in favour
Empowering legislation: Local Government Act 1972 s.142

b. The Overton Oracle - £400
Cllr Lynch proposed a grant award of £300, seconded by Cllr Rogers – 6 in favour, 1 against.
Empowering legislation: Local Government Act 1972 s.142

The grant allocation reflected the continued financial pressure on the community council’s finances for the forthcoming year.

2. Consideration of Community Chest Applications – the applications were discussed
a. Overton Twinning Association - £110 for gazebo
Cllr Lynch proposed the Community Chest award, Cllr Rogers seconded, 5 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention.
Empowering legislation: Local Government Act 1972 s.142

b. Overton Playcentre - £200 for a storage unit

Proposed by Cllr Lynch and seconded by Cllr Rogers - All in favour
Empowering legislation: Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) 1976 s.19

3. Set up working party to review Complaints Procedure – Cllr Pugh and Rogers will work with the Clerk on this review.
4. Consideration and criteria for zebra crossings in the village – see 2997
5. Lightsource Renewable Energy  
The Chair stated that she wished to raise the issue of how Councillors acquitted themselves in respect to the advice provided to them by the clerk, particularly when this had been offered in response to any concerns she had which related to governance issues.
In the matter of the planning application for Lightsource Renewable Energy (LRE) the clerk had offered very specific guidance in respect of the communication between Councillors when one or more of them had been identified as having a possible personal or prejudicial interest in the planned development.
It was apparent that not all Councillors had respected this advice and therefore the Chair felt that issue needed to be brought to the attention of all Councillors.
The Chair stated that the Clerk’s role included that of advisor to OCC on matters of governance and correct procedure, and if any Councillor felt that they did not want to follow her recommendations on any issue then the matter needed to be raised and discussed at full Council.
The Chair recommended that Councillors acknowledge the expertise and hard work the Clerk applied to obtaining the correct information before offering advice and direction to the Council and that members should recognise that particularly in matters of governance her expertise was important to the deportment of Council business.
The Chair then raised the issue of the gift offered to the Community by LRE, directing them to consider the advice obtained by the Clerk both from the County Council and One Voice Wales.

The Chairman requested the council considered accepting this gift to the community under Local Government Act 1972, Section 139
Proposed by Cllr Hewitt and seconded by Cllr Lynch, 6 in favour, 1 abstention (personal interest)
6. Replacement Christmas lights for Christmas 2015.

Members discussed the purchase of replacement Christmas decorations due to the current tree lights failing. 
Action - Cllr Miller will source some new decorations and submit costs to the December council meeting.
7. 25th Anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II visit to Overton (2017) 
Cllr Miller enquired if members had thought about celebration to mark the 25th Anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II to Overton
Action: It was agreed that more information would be sourced (Cllr Miller) and this item would be discussed in the New Year.

8. Approval of the Statement of Terms for the Public Toilets
Wrexham Council did not agree to both the additions to the Statement of Terms. All members agreed that the contract between Wrexham Council and the Community Council would not proceed until the second clause (a break clause) was included.

Action: Clerk to advise Wrexham Council of the outcome of the meeting.

9. Update regarding the new Play equipment at the Playingfield 
The Clerk updated the meeting on the payment requirements for the play equipment. Further clarification is required so that it can be decided who should pay the contractor and reclaiming the VAT.

Action: Clerk to deal with this asap.

11. 3004. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

1. One Voice Wales training events – Please advise the Clerk should we wish to attend any.

2. Mr David Warren – copy of letter to Kevin Edwards (Highways WCBC) summarising the points made in a recent meeting with him and other residents on Salop Road – the letter was noted.
3. Wrexham County Borough Council – Community Council Street Lighting Service Level Agreement (SLA) – an increase from £501.50 to £938.74 – It was agreed this would be added to the Precept for 2015/2016
12. 3005. BURIALS & MEMORIALS  


James Daniel Cullen plot B17 burial

13. 3006. TO CONSIDER ANY HIGHWAYS MATTERS

Members were advised of a recent branch fall at the Millennium Meadow. The two oak branches fell onto an outside shed at The Lodge on the Wrexham Road. The branches and area were cleared promptly by All Things Trees. The Chairman requested thanks to Ian Atkinson (All Things Trees) was minuted.

14. 3007. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

P/2014/0772 – Little Cloy Farm, Cloy Lane – erection of 415v overhead line (retrospect) – no objections 
P/2014/0782 – Gwydyr House, 7 Penyllan Street – listed building consent for repair and reinstatement of 4 timber window to front elevation – no objections

15. 3008. TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF INCOME AND PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

OCTOBER

EXPENDITURE

	Details
	£
	Cheque No.

	Cemetery non domestic rates
	56.00
	D/D

	Pavilion garage – non  domestic rates
	56.00
	D/D

	Stonehouse Brewery Ltd – Purchase of Ales for the beer festival (Oct 1)
	76.06
	2573

	Big Hand - Purchase of Ales for the beer festival – (Oct 2)
	120.00
	2574

	Cwrw lâl - Purchase of Ales for the beer festival  - (Oct 3)
	50.00
	2575

	Mcgivern Ales - Purchase of Ales for the beer festival - (Oct 4)
	68.00
	2576

	M E Evans – Sausages for the beer festival - (Oct 5)
	60.00
	2577

	B J Clarke – supply of plastic glasses for beer festival (Oct 6)
	62.33
	2578

	Peter Lynch – reimbursement for items purchased for the beer festival - (Oct 7)
	44.85
	2579

	Pene Coles - reimbursement for items purchased for the beer festival (Oct 8)
	7.27
	2580

	The Axiom – Ales supplied for the beer festival - (Oct 9)
	64.00
	2581

	Tracy Knorn – supply of Cider at the Beer Festival -  (Oct10)
	20.00
	2582

	Bandjack – Band at the Beer Festival – (Oct - 11)
	275.00
	2583

	CANCELLED
	
	2584

	All Things Trees – stump grinding in the cemetery and removal of materials (Oct 12)
	390.00
	2585

	Lomac Ltd – invoice for maintenance of the Playingfields, Cenotaph and Cemetery – (Oct 13
	1502.40
	2586

	CANCELLED
	
	2587

	Mrs Katrina Chalk – reimbursement for cleaning materials purchased for public toilets – (Oct 14)
	32.24
	2588

	O.V.H.M.C – hire of hall for Beer Festival (Oct 15)
	100.00
	2589

	Mike Gell – Call out for Plumber at Overton public toilets (Oct 16)
	90.00
	2590

	Andy Jones – cutting of the Millennium Meadow (Oct 17)
	230.00
	2591

	XLN – office telephone and broadband charge (Oct 18)
	41.04
	D/D

	WCBC – quarterly street maintenance (Oct 19)
	150.46
	2592

	WCBC – invoice for employees’ wages – please note this is covering August and September – timesheet not received by WCBC in August  - (Oct 20)
	Clerk
	1497.24
	2593

	
	J Austin
	470.10
	

	
	M Austin
	82.04
	

	Total
	5,545.03
	


INCOME

	Details
	£
	Voucher No

	Lomac Ltd – monthly hire of ride on mower
	40.00
	698

	VOID
	15.00
	699

	Beer sales at beer festival
	788.90
	700

	Advance ticket sales
	432.00
	701

	Ticket sales on the door
	281.00
	702

	Takings from game played at the beer festival
	19.00
	703

	Additional door ticket sales
	30.00
	704

	Sale from leftover rolls and cakes
	13.70
	705

	Lomac Ltd – monthly hire of ride of mower
	40.00
	706

	A J Sumner – burial of Mr James Cullen plot B17
	300.00
	707

	TOTAL
	1,959.60
	


Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Hewitt – all in favour
16. 3009.Council financial statements
Balance as at 03/11/2014 

Current Account
£   1,000.00
Savings Account 
£ 34,363.55

TOTAL

£ 35,363.55

Proposed by Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Miller – all in favour
17. 3010. To receive any agenda items for the next meeting and date (9th December 2014)

Approval of Precept

Christmas lights

The Chairman closed the meeting at    9.45pm
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